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How I Saw the Light (Part III) 

More personal accounts of what led AR readers to racial consciousness. 


The Women Slept Around 
Without Any Guilt 

I developed my racial views from 
working with black people and 
teaching them. As a beginning 
teacher, I realized black students 
were not used to learning and study¬ 
ing. They ignored homework to the 
point that I spent less time teach¬ 
ing than trying to get parents to 
make sure their children handed in 
their homework. Black parents 
wanted good grades for their chil¬ 
dren but would not make them 
work. They put pressure on princi¬ 
pals, superintendents and school 
board members to attack me as a 
“racist” if their children did not get 
the grades they thought they de¬ 
served. 

Just as instructive as the students 
were black teachers who went to 
black colleges, none of whom knew 
their subjects well. The black 
women, whether married or single, 
slept around without any guilt. The 
black men did the same, and many 
had two or more families. Clothes, 
not brains, seemed most important to one 
teacher who had graduated from Fisk 
University. Her motto was “dress to im¬ 
press for success.” Although she did not 
understand enough math to prepare her 
students for the American College Test 
(ACT), she was held in high regard and 
was considered a “role model.” 

Dave from California 

I Continually Had the 
‘Aha’ Feeling 

I used to be a liberal, then a conven¬ 
tional ( National Review- Rush Lim- 
baugh) conservative. I grew up like 
most Americans observing blacks and 
noticing their behavior, but I attributed 
it completely to the environment. About 


four years ago, I read Michael Levin’s 
book Why Race Matters and became 


converted to the AR position. How did I 
happen to read this book? 

I had been a fan of Prof. Levin since I 
first came across his article, “Why Ho¬ 
mosexuality is Abnormal” in The Mo- 


I found most of the blacks 
remarkably unintelligent, 
often violent, and often 
impossible to reason with. 


nist —I believe this was in the late 1980s. 
As I had always thought homosexuality 
weird and disgusting, it was nice to find 
that a very sharp philosopher had actu¬ 
ally presented arguments against it. And 
he did it with such humor and elegance 


as well. Then, in the early 1990s I found 
out he had written Feminism and Free- 

I dom , which I purchased and de¬ 
voured. Then in the late 1990s, I 
found out he had written a book on 
race and I, of course, had to read it 
so I purchased it. 

Professor Levin’s book is re¬ 
markable. I am an amateur philoso¬ 
pher with an M. A. in the field. Prof. 
Levin literally teaches you how to 
think better and to apply philo¬ 
sophical concepts to practical is¬ 
sues like race. As I read through 
chapter after chapter, I continually 
had the “aha” feeling of finally un¬ 
derstanding something that was all 
too familiar but that my previous 
conceptual scheme had forced me 
to misunderstand. Prof. Levin en¬ 
abled me to see that there was a 
biological explanation for what I 
saw. 

Jack Judson., Downers Grove, 
Illinois 

I Never Spoke to a 
Black Until I Was 23 

grew up in idyllic, sylvan, all-white 
western Pennsylvania. Still, I became 
racially aware at age 15, in 1976. I 
think my awareness came from reading 
healthy material as a child, which coun¬ 
tered the onslaught of black-urban tele¬ 
vision sitcoms. I could not understand 
why my fellow fifteen-year-olds were at¬ 
tracted to Good Times , What s Happen¬ 
ing , and the blacks who dominate pro¬ 
fessional sports. My racial awareness 
can only be attributed to an innate loath¬ 
ing of urban black culture, and its utter 
alienness. 

I had lived in such homogeneous sur¬ 
roundings that I never spoke to a black 
person until I was 23, and at Penn State. 
That person was my college adviser, a 
Continued on page 3 
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Letters from Readers 

Sir — In the dispute between Prof. 
Steven Farron and Carl Lundgren about 
whether Turks are white, I side with the 
latter. In his initial letter in the March 
issue, Prof. Farron makes the surprising 
statement that “no one has ever doubted 
that [the Turks] are white.” Let us be sure 
of whom we are speaking. By “whites” 
I mean the western branch of the Indo- 
Europeans, or somewhat loosely, Euro¬ 
peans; by Turks I mean the people who 
now live mostly in Turkey and once ruled 
the Ottoman Empire. 

The Turks’ homeland is the Altai re¬ 
gion of Mongolia. Their language be¬ 
longs to the Altaic family, which con¬ 
sists of Turkic, Mongolian, Tungusic and 
Korean subfamilies, none of which has 
any connection to an Indo-European lan¬ 
guage. 

Turks first appear in history around 
550 AD, when, as the rising power in 
Mongolia, they displaced the Juan-Juan 
tribe, whose survivors eventually terror¬ 
ized Europe as the Avars. The original 
Turks seem to have been iron-workers, 
and included individual tribes like the 
Pechenegs, Cumans, and Khazars. A 
loose confederacy of these and similar 
tribes created the first Turkic empire, 
which stretched from the Tamir River to 
the Oxus. 

From Altai to Anatolia is a long, long 
journey. During their wanderings, and 
before they carved out for themselves 
their last and most famous empire (the 
Ottoman), the Turks set up a number of 
imperial states. Their history is wonder¬ 
fully colorful and bloody, but it does not 
include a magical metamorphosis that 
turned them white. 

In his second letter in the June issue, 
Prof. Farron seeks to bolster his case by 


invoking L. Cavalli-Sforza, et al. He 
mentions several maps in The History 
and Geography of Human Genes , which 
record the frequency distributions of 
various genetic components among hu¬ 
man populations. In some maps Turkey 
appears to be part of Europe. 

Frankly, maps of this kind can be 
made for any collection of ethnic groups. 
Since we are all human, it follows that 
with a suitable choice of genetic mark¬ 
ers, we will occasionally find frequency 
distributions that produce delightfully 
odd results. Prof. Farron himself already 
noted one—the exclusion of the British 
Isles and Denmark from Europe in one 
of the maps he cited. 

Much to the malicious amusement of 
racial egalitarians, the distribution of 
some genetically-controlled traits such 
as fingerprint patterns and lactose intol¬ 
erance leads to the conclusion that Japa¬ 
nese Ainu, Swedes and African Xhosas 
all belong to the same racial group. Of 
course, using that reasoning we can 
prove humans evolved from goats, or the 
other way around. How? Because Malta 
fever normally affects only humans and 
goats, thereby proving their close kin¬ 
ship. 

Even Prof. Farron doesn’t seem en¬ 
tirely convinced of the strength of this 
argument, because he tells us finally that 
“even more important is their [Cavalli- 
Sforza, et al.] map, which shows the geo¬ 
graphical distribution of skin color,” 
which lumps together Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, Greece, the Balkans, Ukraine, Tur¬ 
key and eastern Russia as having the 
second-lightest skin hue. 

Not to quibble, but: (A) admittedly, 
the people of eastern Russia, Spain, Por¬ 
tugal, etc., endured infusians of alien 
blood to a far greater degree than other 
Europeans. That is what accounts for 
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their darker skin. In Greece and the 
Balkans, that alien blood would prima¬ 
rily have come from Turkish conquer¬ 
ors. (B) As for Ukrainians, they are just 
as white as, say, Bavarians, and prob¬ 
ably have more blondes per capita than 
Bavaria or France. 

Prof. Farron is surely right in empha¬ 
sizing the importance of culture, but cul¬ 
tures are not random accidents. Every 
major culture is a major race writ large. 

Sidney Krupicka, Paris, Tenn. 


Sir — I have just finished reading 
Bruno Gheerbrant’s “Black Demolition” 
in the June issue. It occurs to me that 
Brussels would be the perfect place to 
send Secretary General Kofi Annan, his 
son Kojo, and the rest of the United 
Nations. What a blessing it would be to 
rid the USA of them! 

George Bolton, Carlsbad, Calif. 


Sir — Pauline Tate’s review of The 
Grey Book in the May issue considers 
the League of the South’s secession plan. 
It is a good idea, but the League should 
reconsider its choice of states for a new 
Confederation of Southern States (CSS). 

Texas and Florida must be excluded. 
Texas, like California, is already a ma- 
jority-non-white state, and Florida will 
soon become one. If Florida is included, 
it must be broken up, with only northern 
and central Florida admitted to the CSS. 
South Florida is already too Latinized. 



West Virginia should be returned to 
Virginia, but the toney liberal suburbs 
outside Washington, DC, should follow 
the district into the Northern Neo-con 
Empire. North and South Carolina 
should be merged into a single state. The 
CSS should also include Kentucky. 

This more practical Confederation of 
Southern States would consist of Vir¬ 
ginia, Carolina, Georgia, most of Florida 
(Jacksonia?), Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee and 
Kentucky. I believe this would make for 
a more unified and cohesive nation. 
Should the time come, this is one Yan¬ 
kee who will gladly fight with the rebels. 

Kenneth Reynolds, Bronx, N. Y. 
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Continued from page 1 
self-avowed Marxist-Leninist lesbian 
from Haiti! I explored several groups 
promoting white racial pride, but was 
turned off by their low intellectual level. 

Today, living in northern Virginia is a 
daily assault on the senses due to the 
racial polyglot that is taking over the land 
of the old Confederacy. To have great 
pride in one’s German-American and 
Nordic heritage but to see the decline of 
a once racially healthy America is like 
battling metastasizing cancer. Also, I felt 
a great alienation in shouldering these 
sentiments without the support of “fel¬ 
low travelers” until I found AR and the 
Council of Conservative Citizens. 

Paul H., Alexandria, Virginia 

Freedom ‘Unleashed the 
Beast’ 

n my first year of middle school I 
learned how awfully evil and oppres- 
sive white people were—they 
slaughtered the Indians; they slaughtered 
the Mexicans; they slaughtered the Jews; 
they enslaved and discriminated against 
blacks; they destroyed non-white cul¬ 
tures through colonialism. Needless to 
say, I left junior high school saddled with 
white guilt, a strong dislike for my own 
people, and great sympathy for the plight 
of blacks and non-whites. I believed that 
if blacks and non-whites were less suc¬ 
cessful in our society, it was because of 
white racism. 

My new-found guilt and resentment 
of my own race grew stronger with each 
new media account of “white wicked¬ 
ness”—past and present—against blacks 
and non-whites. Every time the TV 
showed a starving black African face, a 
white policeman “brutalizing” a poor 


innocent black, or an explicitly graphic 
account of slavery, Jim Crow or lynch¬ 
ing, my guilt and anger toward my own 
kind grew. It didn’t take long before I 


became an anti-white activist sincerely 
promoting non-white interests. 

What made me see the light? Unlike 
liberal integrationists who refused to live 
among the people they championed, I 
did—and suffered for it. One day, when 
I was carrying groceries home from the 
store, a group of black gang members 
robbed and beat me half to death. After 
that, in spite of my conventional views 
on race, whenever I encountered a group 
of blacks, I increasingly began to think I 
might be robbed, killed, or forced to 
fight. I didn’t feel this way with whites. 

My developing racial consciousness 


was greatly reinforced the second time 
blacks jumped and robbed me, and after 
the third time, I was pretty much con¬ 
vinced that “past injustices” and “dis¬ 
crimination” were poor excuses for tar¬ 
geting innocent people. 

I began to approach the racial litera¬ 
ture with an honest desire to discover 
whether there was any factual or scien¬ 
tific truth to the white racialist point of 
view. The first thing I learned was that 
since the end of segregation and legal 
discrimination, and the implementation 
of affirmative action and the promotion 
of black culture through the media and 
in schools, black crime, poverty, and fail¬ 
ure actually increased. Freedom, social 
and cultural equality, and race-based 
preferences seem to have “unleashed the 
beast.” 

What really convinced me finally to 
change my mind was the scientific evi¬ 


dence of racial difference, in books like 
The Bell Curve or in studies like Scarr 
and Weinberg’s Minnesota Transracial 
Adoption Study. The racial literature also 
showed me the extreme bias found in the 
mainstream media, which overplay rare 
instances of white-on-black crime while 
virtually ignoring black-on-white crimes, 
and explained the deliberate distortion 
of any topic, issue, or fact that doesn’t 
conform to their egalitarian point of 
view. 

It was the combination of experience 
with non-whites, the study of scientific 
literature, and increased skepticism to- 




‘In my first year in middle school I learned how evil and oppressive white people were/ 
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ward conventional media accounts of 
race that led to me to full racial con¬ 
sciousness. 

Jay Jackson, Pleasant Valley State 
Prison, Coalinga, California 

I Realized Blacks Don’t 
Want Equality 

I think living in diverse south Florida 
made me realize how bad diversity 
is. I think the incident that led me to 
white nationalism was the day the O.J. 
Simpson verdict was announced. I was 
at my diverse workplace, and we all lis¬ 
tened to the trial over the radio. As I 
heard the verdict I felt afraid. I realized 
then that blacks don’t want equality but 
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He helped educate many whites. 

dominance and revenge. Soon after¬ 
wards I watched an argument between a 
white liberal homosexual and a black 
conservative Jamaican over the verdict. 
The white homosexual argued that O.J. 
was guilty while the black conservative 
thought O.J. Simpson would need coun¬ 
seling to get over the trauma of being 
wrongfully accused of murder. Race 
overcame all reasoning. 

Frank Pucillo, Davie, Florida 

One Third of the Employ¬ 
ees Were Black 

W hile working in a large univer¬ 
sity library in 1979, I came 
across a book by N. Weyl and 
S. Possony entitled The Geography of 
the Intellect. Reading it confirmed many 
of my suspicions about race issues, es¬ 
pecially with regard to black people. A 
few years later I began working in a large 
US Postal facility. Perhaps one third of 
the 500 employees were black. Work¬ 
ing in that environment only confirmed 
my suspicions and reinforced the infor¬ 


mation in The Geography of Intellect. 
Anonymous 

For Me, the Answer is 
Easy 

F or me, the answer is easy: Wilmot 
Robertson’s book, The Dispos¬ 
sessed Majority , which I read in 
1980. Having read that groundbreaking 
work, the blindfold was lifted from my 
eyes, and, for the first time, I began to 
see the world in racial terms. More im¬ 
portantly, I began to see what was being 
done to my race. 

Like many people, I had accepted the 
leftist, one-world, all-men-are-brothers 
concept without question, never suspect¬ 
ing that an anti-white, anti-Christian 
agenda was shaping my world. Robert¬ 
son’s book, and later Jared Taylor’s 
Paved With Good Intentions , showed me 
how the millions spent on ghetto dwell¬ 
ers were nothing more than a scam, a 
fraud, and a waste of money. Mr. 
Robertson opened my eyes to the total 
media control, which uses films, televi¬ 
sion, books, newspapers and magazines 
to spread anti-majority messages. Fi¬ 
nally, Wilmot Robertson gave me an 
immense pride in my race. 

One of the Dwindling Canadian Ma¬ 
jority, Vancouver, British Columbia 

I Was Unable to Reason 
With Them 

or me, the light came slowly. I 
could not have come from an en¬ 
vironment more likely to make me 
sympathetic to blacks. I am a child of 
Holocaust survivors, which made me 
ripe for the rhetoric claiming that blacks 
fail because of the legacy of slavery and 
lingering racism. Further, I attended 
schools with almost no blacks, so there 
was nothing empirical to contradict the 
conventional explanation for black fail¬ 
ure. Indeed, the president of our high 
school class was a pleasant, reasonably 
intelligent African American girl who 
never played the race card and behaved 
in a way that would make even AR read¬ 
ers comfortable. 

Then I went to college. As a first-gen¬ 
eration American from a poor immigrant 
family, I went to one of the so-called 
“Harvards for the masses.” That changed 
soon after I was admitted: The college 
started a new program that would admit 
blacks with a C average (whites and 
Asians had to average A minus). I was 



sitting in the college cafeteria one day 
when suddenly, its floor-to-ceiling win¬ 
dow was broken by rock-throwing, ram¬ 
paging blacks. They were angry that the 
college that had already lowered stan¬ 
dards to admit them and given them free 
tuition did not also pay for textbooks! 
One cannot generalize from 30 angry 
blacks to an entire population, but that 
incident made me start to wonder 
whether blacks’ failures were all because 
of white people. 

The next key moment was when— 
good liberal that I was—I took a posi¬ 
tion as the leader of a drug rap group in 
a largely black junior high school. My 
family had always taught me, “Treat 
people with respect, and they will re¬ 
spond in kind.” Not those students. They 
treated politeness as a sign of weakness. 
They frequently ran around the room, 
fighting with each other. I was unable to 
reason with them. 

My next enlightening experience 
came when I was a student in the Ph.D. 
program in educational psychology at 
one of the nation’s top universities. 
There, I was introduced to the predic¬ 
tive validity of IQ. I also learned that 
the IQs of identical twins raised apart 
were much more similar than the IQs of 
fraternal twins raised together, and that 
abundant studies showed that blacks— 
worldwide—had much lower IQs than 
whites or Asians. This did not prove that 
the black-white difference is genetic, but 
it certainly suggested it. The next key 
moment was reading Paved With Good 
Intentions , a book replete with documen¬ 
tation of the ills African Americans per¬ 
petrate on America. 

As affirmative action morphed from 
equal opportunity to reverse discrimina¬ 
tion, my concern about the impact of 
blacks on society grew, both from an in¬ 
tellectual and personal perspective. Af¬ 
ter completing my Ph.D. (at the top of 
my class), I applied for dozens of pro¬ 
fessorships but could not get a job. I got 
an inkling as to why at the end of what 
seemed like a perfect interview. The 
committee members nodded in agree¬ 
ment at nearly everything I said, often 
smiling. Afterwards, all the committee 
members except the department chair 
left, and he asked me to stay behind. I 
dared hope he would offer me the job. 
Instead, he said, “I’ll deny saying it, but 
I want to save you the wondering. You 
are, by far, the best candidate for the job, 
but you don’t stand a ghost of chance of 
getting it. The dean has informed us that 
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the next seven hires will be women or 
minorities.” 

I was forced to go back to teaching 
inner-city kids. Again, I found most of 
the blacks remarkably unintelligent, of¬ 
ten violent, and often impossible to rea¬ 
son with. After three years, I landed a 
temporary one-year position as lecturer 
at a university. My office mate was a His¬ 
panic woman—a truly unintelligent, 
abysmal teacher. At the end of the year, 
she was offered a tenure-track job and I 
was released despite outstanding student 


evaluations and even a student protest 
over the decision not to rehire me. I’ve 
since seen reverse discrimination be¬ 
come ever more extreme, along with the 
unfair denigration of white males in text¬ 
books, college classes, sitcoms, news 
shows, etc., etc. 

I believe this trend cannot be re¬ 
versed. The demographic trends; the lib¬ 
erals in control of schools, colleges, and 
media; and the liberalization of voter 
registration (motor voter, voting over a 
week-long period) will mean America 


becomes dominated by anti-meritocracy 
and anti-white forces. The few people 
brave enough to speak out are censored 
or dubbed as Nazis. The price that 
people like Phil Rushton (his book, 
Race, Evolution, and Behavior was also 
influential in changing my views) 
Michael Levin, and of course, Arthur 
Jensen, have paid is unconscionable. 

I make my living in the politically cor¬ 
rect world and therefore cannot give my 
name lest I risk losing my livelihood. 

San Francisco, California El 


The Race-IQ Non-controversy 

J. Philippe Rushton and Arthur R. Jensen, “Thirty Years of Research on Race Differences in Cognitive 
Ability,” Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, Vol. 11, No. 2, June 2005. 


The press closes its eyes to 
the evidence. 

reviewed by Jared Taylor 

I n 1969, Arthur Jensen resurrected the 
scientific study of racial differences 
in IQ, which had fallen into disre¬ 
pute after the Second World War. His 
120-page article in Harvard Educational 
Review created a controversy that shook 
the country. It was the beginning of Prof. 
Jensen’s career as perhaps the most 




Arthur Jensen 


feared and hated—but deeply respect¬ 
ed—scientist of our time. Since then, 
there has been tremendous progress in 
the study of race and intelligence, and 
Prof. Jensen has been joined by a score 
of other scholars willing to endure per¬ 


secution for studying a subject their col¬ 
leagues have declared beyond the pale. 

The latest issue of Psychology, Pub¬ 
lic Policy, and Law is devoted to a re¬ 
view of the last 30 years’ findings in this 
field. The main article, written by Arthur 
Jensen and Philippe Rushton, is a 60- 
page survey concluding unambiguously 
that environment alone cannot account 
for persistent black-white differences in 
intelligence. Genes, they argue, must 
contribute at least 50 percent of the one- 
standard-deviation gap in IQ test scores 
that has remained largely unchanged 
since the early 20th century. 

This main article is followed by three 
critiques, one supporting article, and a 
final summation by Profs. Rushton and 
Jensen. These are not papers that present 
new findings, but in combination they 
are the most concise, up-to-date sum¬ 
mary of the state of the debate now avail¬ 
able. As is so often the case in the scien¬ 
tific treatment of politically sensitive 
subjects, the weight of the evidence is 
not what most Americans would expect. 
With only a few exceptions, the argu¬ 
ments of those who support the conven¬ 
tional view are almost laughably weak. 

The Data 

Profs. Rushton and Jensen review a 
great deal of research in a concise way 
that makes few concessions to non-sci¬ 
entists. They begin by pointing out that 
barring something extraordinary, the 
same combination of genetic and envi¬ 
ronmental factors that explain individual 
differences in IQ should explain racial 
differences too. There would have to be 


some race-specific and very powerful 
environmental force at work in order for 
the well-understood genetic contribution 
to individual differences in IQ to play 
no role at all in racial differences. 

Needless to say, that force is alleged 
to be “racism,” past, present, blatant, and 
subtle. Genes therefore contribute to in- 



Philippe Rushton 


dividual IQ differences among blacks, 
but “racism” is so powerful it shoves the 
entire bell curve of black IQ distribu¬ 
tion 15 points to the left. For those who 
promote the “culture-only” theory—that 
genes play no role in race differences in 
intelligence—blacks and whites are, es¬ 
sentially, groups of identical twins sepa¬ 
rated at birth, but blacks are subject to 
unique and debilitating environmental 
forces that hold them down. 

There is little argument that genes 
contribute a great deal to individual IQ 
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differences within races. Family environ¬ 
ment can push a child’s IQ up or down, 
but adolescents increasingly seek out en¬ 
vironments that match their own incli¬ 
nations, with the result that in adults, the 
genetic contribution to IQ is overwhelm¬ 
ing. 

When full siblings are reared together, 
their IQs are most similar when they are 
children, while they are still within a 
family environment over which they 
have no control. This similarity drops to 


a correlation of .49 in adulthood, almost 
exactly the figure one would expect for 
people who have half their genes in com¬ 
mon. For full siblings reared apart, the 
correlation in IQ is only .24 in child¬ 
hood—the family environments are dif¬ 
ferent—but the similarity increases as 
they choose their own environments, to 
the point that the correlation likewise 
becomes.49 as adults. 

When unrelated children are adopted 
into the same home, their shared home 
environment gives them a correlation in 
IQ of .25, but this correlation drops to 
.01 in adulthood—the figure of essen¬ 
tially zero one would expect for two 
people picked at random from a popu¬ 
lation. The lesson is clear: By the time 
we are adults, whatever boost or handi¬ 
cap we may have had as children from 
our families has washed away, and our 
intelligence reflects our genes far more 
than it does our environments. 

Of course, even children reared in the 
same family do not have exactly the 
same environment. Accidents, disease, 
chance friendships, as well as genetic 
predispositions that push a child one way 
rather than another can make the same 
household seem a very different place 
even for twins. By statistically separat¬ 


ing out the effects of shared environment 
(common family characteristics like so¬ 
cial class, geographic location, type of 
housing) from unshared environment 
(experiences unique to each child), so¬ 
cial scientists get the results shown on 
the graph on this page. The shared, 
household environment has a strong ef¬ 
fect on children while they are still at 
home, but not after they leave. By the 
time they are adults, genes and only 
unique childhood experiences contrib¬ 


ute to differences in IQ. These results 
hold for people of all races. 

This pattern is difficult to explain if 
environment alone explains racial dif¬ 
ferences in IQ. If environment, at least 
as it relates to race, is so powerful, one 
would expect its effect on individuals to 
increase over time, not decrease as it 
actually does. Furthermore, as Profs. 
Rushton and Jensen point out, the one- 
standard-deviation difference in black- 
white IQs appears as early as age three, 
on the Sanford Binet IV test for children, 
even for black and white children whose 
mothers have the same level of educa¬ 
tion. If blacks suffer from some perni¬ 
cious environmental effect, it must en¬ 
ter their homes soon after they are bom, 
and do its work before most black chil¬ 
dren could have had any meaningful 
contact with “racism.” 

At the same time, culture-only theo¬ 
rists usually point to white advantages 
in the shared family environment (par¬ 
ents’ income, good neighborhoods) as 
important reasons for high white IQs. 
Within races, however, these advantages 
essentially count for nothing in the long 
mn; why should they produce enduring 
differences between the races? 

The culture-only theory fails to pre¬ 


dict virtually all of the research results 
of the last several decades. Ability, apti¬ 
tude, and IQ tests differ greatly in 
whether their content is “cultural” and 
can be learned, or consists of unusual 
challenges virtually no one has practiced 
or could anticipate. Profs. Rushton and 
Jensen note that the forward and back¬ 
ward digit tests are a good example of 
this difference. In the first, a tester re¬ 
cites longer and longer strings of num¬ 
bers, and the subject repeats them back 
as best he can. It is essentially a memory 
test. In the reverse digit test, the subject 
listens to strings of numbers but must 
repeat them back in reverse order—a 
much harder task. There is a small white 
advantage on the forward digit test but a 
large white advantage on the reverse 
digit test. Repeating numbers in order is 
part of our “culture” but reversing them 
mentally is not. If whites have a “cul¬ 
tural” advantage over blacks, why is the 
ability gap so much greater in the reverse 
test, for which nothing in the environ¬ 
ment of whites specially prepares them? 

Moreover, scientists have shown that 
ability on the more demanding test is 
more heritable than on the easier test, 
which is to say that environment has little 
effect on how well someone does. Per¬ 
formance on the reverse digit test is 
largely a matter of native ability and is 
not improved by fancy environments. 
This is consistent with findings in intel¬ 
ligence testing across the board: The 
most heritable abilities, as well as those 
that most directly test for intelligence (or 
g —the general factor for intelligence) 
are the ones for which the black-white 
gap is greatest. This is exactly the re¬ 
verse of what we would expect if white 
performance were due to better environ¬ 
ments rather than genes. 

Something else for which the culture- 
only theory has no explanation is the fact 
that the children of high-income blacks 
have lower IQ scores than the children 
of low-income whites. Surely, if IQ im¬ 
proves with good surroundings, rich 
blacks should be able to give their chil¬ 
dren better, more IQ-boosting conditions 
than poor whites give theirs. 

In families of all races, rich people 
tend to have smarter children than poor 
people, but the environments they pro¬ 
vide account for only a small part of this. 
By and large, the wealthy are wealthy 
because they are smart and know how 
to make money, and their children are 
smart because they got their genes from 
smart parents, not because they live in 
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big houses and take harp lessons. 

In general, when blacks and whites 
are matched for social and economic sta¬ 
tus, the IQ gap decreases, but only by 
about a third. The black-white gap for 
children of the wealthiest parents is con¬ 
siderably greater than the gap for the 
children of poorer parents. 

Regression towards the mean—a 
strictly genetic phenomenon—best ex¬ 
plains what is happening. Nature has a 
tendency to temper extremes. Very tall 
people tend to have tall children but not 
as tall as themselves. Very short people 
are likely to have children not quite so 
short as themselves, and this ten¬ 
dency to retreat from extremes is 
called regression towards the mean. 

It applies to intelligence too, and 
means that the children of very 
smart or very stupid parents tend 
to drift back towards the average 
for the population. Study after study 
has shown that black and white 
children seem to be regressing to¬ 
wards different means: averages of 
100 for whites and 85 for blacks. 

This tendency is apparent among 
siblings, and is actually a better test 
of regression than parent-child 
comparisons, because parents and chil¬ 
dren may have had very different envi¬ 
ronments. A very smart or very stupid 
child is something of a genetic freak in 
any race, but very smart children are less 
freakish among whites and very stupid 
children are less freakish among blacks. 
Prof. Jensen demonstrated this with a 
sample of black and white children, all 
with high IQs of 120. The siblings of the 
smart white children had IQs that aver¬ 
aged about 110 while the siblings of the 
smart black children averaged about 
100. An IQ of 120 is abnormal in either 
race, but is a more dramatic departure 
from the norm for blacks than it is for 
whites—as the IQs of the siblings dem¬ 
onstrated. 

The effect was the same with very low 
IQs. For whites and blacks matched for 
IQs of 70, black siblings had average IQs 
around 78 while white siblings had av¬ 
erage IQs around 85. From both ex¬ 
tremes, whites are regressing to a higher 
average IQ than blacks, a finding the 
culture-only theory cannot explain. 

Intelligence is correlated with a num¬ 
ber of clearly biological factors, the most 
obvious of which is brain size. On aver¬ 
age, East Asians have 17 cm 3 more brain 
than whites, who have 97 cm 3 more brain 
than blacks. Brain size has about a .4 


correlation with intelligence, so these 
differences alone would explain five 
points of the 15-point average IQ gap 
between blacks and whites. Interestingly, 
when blacks and whites are matched for 
intelligence, they have the same sized 
brains, but simply matching for brain 
size does not produce a match in IQ. 
Brain size seems to be only one part of 
the biological puzzle. 

Another purely physical indicator of 
intelligence is the amount of glucose 
someone’s brain metabolizes when he is 
trying to solve a problem. Glucose, or 
sugar, is the main fuel for the brain, and 


The best brain food: Momma’s own Hi-Test. 

intelligent people require less of it than 
dim people; their brains use fuel more 
efficiently. Tests of impulses along indi¬ 
vidual nerves also show that smart 
people have faster-acting nerves than 
less smart people. Intelligence is also 
associated with levels of acidity in the 
brain as well as an electrical character¬ 
istic known as average evoked potential. 
Some of these biological factors have 
been studied only in whites—and corre¬ 
late with individual differences in intel¬ 
ligence—but the studies that considered 
race have found the group differences 
one would expect. 

Arthur Jensen has been a pioneer in 
what are called reaction-time tests. These 
require a subject to perform very simple 
tasks that everyone can usually get right 
100 percent of the time: push a certain 
button when a particular light goes on, 
for example. Intelligence is correlated 
with speed and consistency of reaction 
time, and there are racial differences in 
results. It would be hard to argue that 
the “culture” of whites somehow better 
prepares them than blacks for doing this. 

Tests have generally shown that 
American mulattos, who have a signifi¬ 
cant percentage of white genes, have 


higher IQs than blacks with little or no 
white ancestry. The same is true in South 
Africa, where mixed-race “coloreds” 
consistently score at an intermediate 
level between whites and pure-bred 
blacks. The best evidence suggests that 
for African blacks with no white ances¬ 
try, the average IQ is about 70. This ex¬ 
tremely low figure is consistent with the 
low level of development that charac¬ 
terizes black-run countries. 

IQs in this range are found even in 
the United States, in those parts of the 
rural South where blacks have very little 
white admixture. Profs. Rushton and 
Jensen cite the remarkable case of 
a school district in Georgia, in 
which the average black IQ was 70. 
The whites in the district had an av¬ 
erage of 101, so there was not 
something odd about the district 
itself that pulled down IQ scores. 

The same kinds of evidence that 
show a genetic component in the 
black-white IQ gap show a genetic 
component in the smaller white- 
North Asian gap. Asian children 
adopted by whites are often more 
intelligent than the white average. 
One study designed to evaluate the 
effects of early malnutrition tested a 
large number of Asian adopted children 
who had suffered various degrees of dep¬ 
rivation. As expected, IQ scores were 
higher among the Asians who had suf¬ 
fered the least, but even the worst-nour¬ 
ished Asians were above the white aver¬ 
age, and the best-nourished Asians were 
far above average. In this connection, 
Profs. Rushton and Jensen ask why al¬ 
leged white “racism” holds down black 
IQs whereas Asians (and Jews), who 
have had histories of mistreatment, have 
higher IQs than gentile whites. 

Prof. Rushton has done important 
work in tabulating the many and varied 
ways in which the major races differ 
from each other. The table on the fol¬ 
lowing page summarizes differences that 
all point to a particular pattern: At one 
extreme, Asians give birth to larger- 
brained, slower-maturing children who 
receive a great deal of care from their 
parents. Blacks are more careless about 
producing their smaller-brained, rapidly 
maturing children, and whites are inter¬ 
mediate between the two. Differences in 
average intelligence are just one part of 
what can be seen as different approaches 
the races have followed for successful 
reproduction. 

A more casual approach to child-rear- 
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Worldwide Average Differences Among Blacks, Whites, ami East Asians 

Trait Blacks Whites East Asians 


Intelligence 
IQ test scores 
Decision liirnes 
Cultural achievement 
Brain si?* 

Cranial capacity (enr > 

Cortical neurons {millions) 
Maturation rate 
Gestation ti me 
Skeletal development 
Motor development 
Denial development 
Age of first intercourse 
Age of first pregnancy 
Life span 
Personality 
Aggressiveness 
Cautiousness 
knpulsivity 
Self-concept 
Sociability 
Reproduction 

Two-egg twinning (per LOGO births) 
I lormone levels 
Sex characteristic* 

Intercourse frequencies 
Permissive altitudes 
Sexually transmitted diseases 
Social organization 
Martial stability 
Law ubidingness 
Mental 'health 


85 

102 

106 

Slower 

intermediate 

Paster 

Low 

High 

High 

1,267 

L347 

1*364 

\\ is5 

13.665 

13,767 

Shorter 

Longer 

Longer 

Earlier 

Intermediate 

Later 

Earlier 

Intermediate 

Later 

Earlier 

Intermediate 

Later 

Earlier 

Intermediate 

Later 

Earlier 

Intermediate 

Lai er 

Shortest 

Intermediate 

Longest 

Higher 

Intermediate 

Lower 

Lower 

Intermediate 

Higher 

Highcr 

Insermediale 

Lower 

Higher 

Intermediate 

lower 

Higher 

Intermediate 

Lower 

16 

8 

4 

Higher 

Intermediate 

Lower 

Larger 

Intermediate 

Smaller 

Higher 

Intermediate 

Lower 

Higher 

Intermediate 

Lower 

Higher 

Intermediate 

Ijowcr 

Lower 

Intermediate 

Higher 

Lower 

Intermediate 

Higher 

Lower 

Intermediate 

Higher 


ing may explain why blacks seldom do 
the one thing generally known to raise a 
child’s intelligence: breast feed him. 
Black mothers are three times more 
likely than white mothers to give their 
children formula. This would be a clas¬ 
sic example of an environmental disad¬ 
vantage for black children, but one that 
reflects the genetic predispositions of 
their parents rather than white malevo¬ 
lence. 

Profs. Rushton and Jensen conclude 
that it is a great disservice to society to 
promote the view that whites are respon¬ 
sible for the failures of blacks if, in fact, 
the causes are genetic. Moreover, it is 
futile to expect equal results from popu¬ 
lations that are not themselves equal: 
“Ultimately, the public must accept the 
pragmatic reality that some groups will 
be overrepresented and other groups 
underrepresented in various socially val¬ 
ued outcomes.” Race relations cannot be 
improved if the fundamental assump¬ 
tions about them are false. 

Robert Sternberg, a prominent Yale 
psychologist who has spent much of his 
career combating race-related research, 
wrote the first critical response to Profs. 
Rushton and Jensen. It is an embarrass¬ 
ment. First, he blames the authors for 
even choosing to study “so-called races,” 


and seems to be saying that such research 
can only reflect prejudice and self-delu¬ 
sion. 

He notes that the authors say low IQ 
is associated with unhappy results like 
going on welfare and divorce. Not so, 
says Prof. Sternberg. In Mexico there is 
no welfare, so IQ cannot be associated 
with that, and in some countries divorce 
is forbidden, so IQ has nothing to do with 
that either. In like manner, if racial dis¬ 
crimination were eliminated in America, 
everything we know about race and IQ 
would turn out to be wrong. In yet an¬ 
other off-the-mark argument, he says 
high IQ isn’t such a great thing after all, 
because only smart people can build 
chemical weapons or get away with ter¬ 
rorist acts. These are some of Prof. 
Sternberg’s central arguments, not un¬ 
characteristic lapses from otherwise rig¬ 
orous thinking. 

Richard Nisbett of the University of 
Michigan does considerably better. He 
points to evidence that the black-white 
IQ gap is decreasing (with data no more 
recent that 1998) and predicts that at this 
rate black children will read as well as 
whites in 25 years and equal them in sci¬ 
ence in 75 years. He also points to a 1994 
study that claimed significant improve¬ 
ment in black IQ that lasted through age 

- 8 - 


12, but concedes that it involved no less 
than eight hours a day of intensive pre¬ 
school instruction. He argues that enrich¬ 
ment programs can boost intelligence 
(and presumably make up for bad black 
environments) even up to the college 
level. 

Prof. Nisbett also cites several stud¬ 
ies of mulattos that did not show that 
white ancestry increased IQ. Also, ac¬ 
cording to a 1974 study, children of 
white mothers and black fathers had IQs 
nine points higher than the children of 
black mothers and white fathers. Pre¬ 
sumably the mulattos lived with their 
mothers, and there was a benefit to liv¬ 
ing with a white woman. He also cites a 
1984 study that suggests black orphans 
end up smarter if they are adopted by 
whites than if they are adopted by blacks. 
Among other things, white adoptive 
mothers reportedly encouraged intellec¬ 
tual development and were more forgiv¬ 
ing of mistakes. Prof. Nisbett writes that 
this sort of evidence is so powerful that 
all of Profs. Rushton’s and Jensen’s other 
arguments can be ignored. 

In the article that follows, Linda 
Gottfredson of the University of Dela¬ 
ware points out some of the flaws in the 
rather old adoption and miscegenation 
studies on which Prof. Nisbett relies, but 
agrees with him that this line of investi¬ 
gation is a potentially valuable source 
of convincing data on the genetic con¬ 
tribution to the black-white gap. The 
trouble, she points out, is that no one is 
likely ever to do the large-scale, meth¬ 
odologically sound studies needed to lay 
the question to rest, because the subject 


“I ask myself whether the 
untruth is not better for 
American society than 
the truth.” 


frightens people. She also brings Prof. 
Nisbett up to date by citing more recent 
findings on the black-white intelligence 
gap that suggest it did appear to narrow 
for some time, but has started widening 
again. 

Prof. Gottfredson also notes that cul¬ 
ture-only theorists have repeatedly taken 
up one position, only to abandon it for a 
different but weaker one when their 
original claims were shown to be wrong. 
Several decades ago, it was fashionable 
to claim tests were biased against blacks. 
Now that testing advocates have thor- 
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oughly discredited that view, opponents 
now almost universally assert the much 
vaguer view that blacks suffer from ill- 
defined but powerful IQ-depressing con¬ 
ditions of some kind. 

Ultimately, she writes, intellectuals 
seem to agree with Nathan Glazer, who 
wrote in 1994 about the controversy over 
The Bell Curve : “I ask myself whether 
the untruth is not better for American 
society than the truth.” 

The final commentary on the main 
article is by Lisa Suzuki and Joshua 
Aronson of New York University. They 
make the very lightweight argument that 
genes and culture are so interwoven it is 
impossible to distinguish their effects. 
They even argue that brain size, glucose 
requirements, and nerve conduction 
speed are partially or even completely 
determined by environment. One won¬ 
ders just what it is about the environ¬ 
ment of less intelligent people that slows 
down their nerves and shrinks their 
brains. 

Profs. Suzuki and Aronson are also 
big fans of “stereotype threat” theory. 
This is the argument that blacks don’t 
do well on tests because they know they 
have a reputation for being dim, and the 
pressure to disprove this “stereotype” so 
unnerves them they muff the tests. This 
theory has a very spotty replication 


record, and is fatally undermined by the 
fact that black children do badly on tests 
long before they are old enough to know 
anything about “stereotypes.” Likewise, 
blacks do no better on tests for which 
there are no consequences and no pres¬ 
sure than they do on tests they know 
could make a big difference in their lives. 
Also, if “stereotype threat” keeps test 
scores down, what is it that depresses to 
an equal degree the school and job per¬ 
formance the tests are supposed to pre¬ 
dict? Yet more stereotype threat? Finally, 
as Profs. Rushton and Jensen ask, how 
is stereotype threat supposed to work in 
black countries where everyone with 
power or prestige is black? This is the 
kind of quackery people flock to when 
they are desperate. 

This issue of Psychology, Public 
Policy, and Law (PPPL) is, in short, a 
crushing defeat for the conventional— 
perhaps we should say obligatory—view 
of why blacks do not do as well as 
whites. And that, no doubt, is why it has 
been met with almost complete media 
silence. The official publication of the 
American Psychological Association has 
now put before the public a peer-re¬ 
viewed compilation of arguments that 
blow to bits one of the country’s most 
cherished illusions. The articles that are 
supposed to defend orthodoxy are so 


weak, and ignore so much of what Profs. 
Rushton and Jensen wrote, that only the 
most frothing believers in culture-only 
theory could think the result was any¬ 
thing but a humiliation. 

This issue of PPPL should have 
touched off a frenzy of press coverage. 
Imagine what would happen if a sober, 
top-tier, peer-reviewed journal published 
overwhelmingly compelling evidence 
that exercise causes cancer, say, or that 
nuclear waste makes good lawn fertil¬ 
izer. When a prestigious journal presents 
scientific findings that overturn the con¬ 
ventional view on important questions, 
the press is supposed to pay attention. 
And, indeed, Profs. Rushton and Jensen 
issued press releases and distributed 
hundreds of copies of the journal in the 
expectation that the press would pay at¬ 
tention. But this is, after all, the 21st 
century, and the subject is race differ¬ 
ences. What would be top news were it 
about any other subject goes unre¬ 
marked. 

Some day, genetic researchers will 
isolate the genes that contribute to hu¬ 
man intelligence. If they are brave 
enough to look, they will find that these 
genes are not distributed equally among 
all population groups. Maybe a top-rank 
journal will even publish these findings. 
Will anyone pay attention? El 


Race and the Fertility Paradox 


Who should and shouldn’t 
be having children? 

by Wade C. Mackey 

I t is well known that for a population 
to reproduce itself from one genera¬ 
tion to the next, each woman must 
have, on average, 2.1 children, or 2,100 
children per 1000 women. For this to 
happen, two things are necessary: 
women must not only be healthy and 
fertile, they must also be “willing” to 
have children. Societies differ greatly in 
both of these respects. At one extreme 
are the very healthy peoples of Europe 
and North Asia who are biologically ca¬ 
pable of having very large families, but 
who are failing even to reproduce them¬ 
selves. At the other are Sub-Saharan 
African populations that carry a range 
of diseases—some of which directly af¬ 
fect reproductive health—but who still 


manage to have many children. 

Societies with the best medical facili¬ 
ties and the lowest mother and infant 
mortality have the fewest births. That is 
to say, the safest, healthiest places for 
mothers have the fewest children. Why 
is this? 

One factor is division of labor by sex. 
Societies with traditional sex roles— 
women raise children and run the house; 
men are breadwinners—have many chil¬ 
dren. When both sexes work, women 
tend to have just one child. As a society 
moves from peasant farming towards 
manufacturing and services, it needs 
more paid labor, which means more 
people need schooling. Women get more 
education, enter the work force, and even 
participate in politics. Birth rates then 
plunge, but not even the best demogra¬ 
phers thought they would plummet past 
replacement levels. 

Hong Kong (0.91) and Singapore 
(1.04) have two of the lowest birth rates 


on earth; neither has even half of the re¬ 
quired 2.1 children. The two lowest in 



Career, but no children. 


Europe, Lithuania (1.17) and the Czech 
Republic (1.18) are just over half. Even 
with very low death rates, any society 
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operating below replacement value will 
shrink. By contrast, the two highest fer¬ 
tility rates in the world are in some of 
the poorest countries in Africa: Somalia 
(6.91) and Niger (6.93). 

European women, with an average 
lifetime fertility of 1.55 children each, 
are about 500 children per 1,000 women 


Children, but no career. 

short of replacing themselves, which 
means severe shrinkage is just over the 
horizon. People are only now beginning 
to discuss this shrinkage, but there is no 
agreement on how to stop the West from 
evaporating. 

Women in the 36 countries in black 
Africa average more than five children 
each, or more than twice the number 
needed for replacement. Even with very 
short life expectancies, these populations 
will grow. In the swathe of 25 Moslem 
countries that begins at Mauritania and 
sweeps east to Pakistan, women average 
4.08 children, which means Moslems are 
in latent demographic competition with 
blacks. Differences in reproductive 
health—the prevalence of diseases that 
directly affect a woman’s fertility—may 
affect the outcome of this competition. 

HIV-infection rates for women are a 
good indicator of reproductive health. 
The World Health Organization and 
UN AIDS have spent a lot of money 
tracking these numbers all around the 
world, and their figures are probably 


good estimates. Men can infect each 
other by homosexual contact, but women 
do not infect each other. Very few 
women take intravenous drugs, so vir¬ 
tually the only way they get the disease 
is from sex with men. Therefore, if a 
woman has the virus, it suggests many 
sex partners for herself, the man, or both. 
Large numbers of sex partners mean 
a high likelihood of other sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

Unlike HIV/AIDS, other STDs 
tend not to be lethal, but they 
quickly raise sterility rates, and can 
affect the health and even mortality 
of babies. The number of women 
who are HIV-positive is a useful 
predictor of other STDs, and there¬ 
fore a good barometer of reproduc¬ 
tive health. 

The world average female HIV 
infection rate is 1.4 percent, but 
there is great variation from coun¬ 
try to country. At one extreme are 
Zimbabwe (14.3 percent) and 
Botswana (21.5 percent) and at the 
other are Japan (0.02 percent), 
Mongolia (0.04 percent), and Tur¬ 
key (0.01 percent). To make the 
most extreme comparison, Bots¬ 
wanan women are 2,150 times more 
likely than Turkish women to be in¬ 
fected. They are probably that much 
more likely also to have other STDs 
that affect fertility. 

A regional comparison shows that the 
infection rate for European women is 
less than 0.1 percent, that for Moslems 
is less than 0.3 percent, and the average 
rate for black Africa is 5.5 percent. The 
European and Moslem rates are not sta¬ 
tistically different from each other, but 
both are significantly lower than the Af¬ 
rican rate. (It is surprising that Muslim 
societies, which are famous for seques¬ 
tering women, should have essentially 
the same female infection rates as Eu¬ 
rope. To the extent that infection rates 
really do measure the number of sex 
partners, Muslims must have many more 
partners than we are led to believe.) 

There are likewise big regional dif¬ 
ferences in infant mortality: 94.7 per 
1,000 live births in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
52.9 in the Moslem swathe, and 10.2 in 
Europe. Much of this is explained by 
differences in medical standards, but part 
is explained by the health of the moth¬ 
ers. If all the mothers who had their ba¬ 
bies in Africa had them in Europe, their 
infant mortality rate would drop, but not 
to the European level. 


Clearly, race is part of the equation, 
but it is not always easy to separate it 
from geography, economy, or social or¬ 
ganization. Rates for blacks outside of 
Africa can be used to control for these 
factors. There are four Caribbean islands 
that are more than 80 percent black: 
Haiti, Jamaica, the Bahamas, and Bar¬ 
bados. The average HIV-infection rate 
for women is 1.43 percent. This is more 
than four times the world average when 
Sub-Saharan Africa is removed. 

The Center for Disease Control in 
Atlanta, Georgia, tracks American 
AIDS-infection rates by race and sex. It 
reports that Black women are 25 times 
more likely than whites and 31 times 
more likely than Asians to be infected. 
Similar differences are likely to be found 
in multiracial societies like Canada, Brit¬ 
ain or France. Race therefore seems to 
have an independent effect on AIDS 
rates. 

We have witnessed a substantial ra¬ 
cial shift in reproduction. In white (and 
some Asian) countries, women work in 
what have become wealthy, industrial 


To make the most ex¬ 
treme comparison, Bots¬ 
wanan women are 2,150 
times more likely than 
Turkish women to be 
infected with HIV. They 
are probably that much 
more likely also to have 
other STDs that affect 
fertility. 


societies. Women are reproductively 
healthy and have excellent medical care, 
but are unwilling to have enough babies 
to keep their societies going. African 
women have the worst reproductive 
health and miserable hospitals, but have 
the most babies. Moslem countries are 
somewhere in between. In the long-run, 
Moslem countries—where high rates of 
child-bearing are combined with what 
appears to be quite good reproductive 
health—would seem to have the repro¬ 
ductive advantage. 19 

Wade C. Mackey received his Ph.D. 
in Anthropology from the University of 
Virginia and currently teaches behav¬ 
ioral sciences at Cy-Fair College, in 
Texas. 
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O Tempora, O Mores! 


A Volatile Mix 


Many Gypsies and Algerians live in 
Perpignan, a French town near the Span¬ 
ish border. They do not get along. Alge¬ 
rians say Gypsies carry illegal weapons 
and steal, and that the police do nothing 
about it. They also claim town politicians 
discriminate against Arabs in order to get 
the Gypsy vote. 

On May 22, Mohamed Bey Bachir, a 
28-year-old Algerian, caught a 14-year- 
old Gypsy, known only as “Ketchup- 



Algerians don’t like them. 


Mayonnaise,” stealing his car radio. Af¬ 
ter an angry exchange, Ketchup-Mayon¬ 
naise threw a rock, which broke a tail- 
light on the car. Mr. Bachir drove away, 
but came back armed with a box-cutter. 
Ketchup-Mayonnaise called his cousins, 
and a gang of 10 to 20 met the Algerian 
with clubs, metal pipes, and golf clubs. 
Mr. Bachir slashed one of the Gypsies 
across the cheek with his box-cutter and 
fled, with Gypsies in pursuit. He hid in 
a cafe owned by an Algerian, but no one 
helped him because everyone was afraid 
of club-wielding Gypsies. They found 
Mr. Bachir in the cafe and beat him to 
death. Witnesses claim to have seen 
nothing, but police have managed to ar¬ 
rest six attackers. Ketchup-Mayonnaise, 
who has a record of 19 previous arrests 
for theft going back to age eight, was 
picked up only for attempted theft. 

On May 29, someone shot and killed 
an Algerian named Driss Ghaib who was 
standing on his doorstep, and escaped 
in a waiting car. Algerians immediately 


blamed Gypsies. Police are saying noth¬ 
ing about the killer or his motive. 

After this second murder, 100 to 200 
Algerians marched into the Gypsy neigh¬ 
borhood with steel bars, baseball bats, 
Molotov cocktails, and even swords. 
They burned 50 cars and damaged more 
than 100 shops. Shots were fired, and 
eight people were injured in the violence. 
Police arrested 34 rioters. The day after 
the riots, schools were closed, and so 
many Gypsies had left town that the 
streets in the Gypsy quarter were de¬ 
serted. One thousand police officers pa¬ 
trolled the streets. Algerians vowed to 
start carrying weapons like the Gypsies, 
and predicted that the worst was yet to 
come. [Karim Kettani, “Maintenant, On 
Va Faire Comme Les Gitans, On Va 
S’armer,” Liberation (Paris), May 31, 
2005. Gilbert Laval, Un Equilibre Frag¬ 
ile Entre Deux Populations Fragiles, 
Liberation (Paris), May 31, 2005. Ten¬ 
sions Entre Maghrebins et Gitans Apres 
le Meurtre de Perpignan, Le Monde 
(Paris), May 26, 2005.] 

The Curious Kyrgyz 

Wife-abduction is an ancient Kyrgyz 
custom still practiced today. More than 
half of Kyrgyz marriages begin with ab¬ 
duction. Sometimes this is just an elope¬ 
ment, but often a man takes his wife vio¬ 
lently. According to recent surveys, more 
than a third of Kyrgyz brides are carried 
off against their will. The practice has 
been illegal ever since the Soviets took 
over, but the law is rarely enforced, and 
most Kyrgyz do not know wife-snatch¬ 
ing is illegal. The occasional prosecu¬ 
tions are usually for assault or rape, not 
kidnapping. The danger for Kyrgyz 
women begins in their teens, and some 
university students wear wedding rings 
or head scarves to make men think they 
are married. 

One reason for abduction is that it is 
cheaper than paying the standard bride 
price, which can be as much as $800 plus 
a cow, but Kyrgyz men also think mak¬ 
ing off with a woman is proof of mascu¬ 
linity. Usually a group of male relatives 
makes the snatch, with the bridegroom 
well lubricated with alcohol. Many 
women protest furiously but 80 percent 
eventually accept their fate; often their 


own parents urge them to go along. 

Ainur Tairova has been abducted 
twice, first by a man whom she spoke to 
for 20 minutes in the tobacco shop where 
she worked. He asked her for a date, but 
she turned him down. The next day, as 
she waited for a bus with two friends, a 
car pulled up and the men inside offered 
the girls a ride. One of Miss Tairova’s 
friends was in on the plot, and urged her 
to accept. When the car stopped to pick 
up the man she had met in the shop, she 
began to scream and choke the driver. 
Desperate to escape, she told the men 
she was not a virgin. It was a lie, but the 
men let her go. 

Eventually, Miss Tairova met a suitor 
whom she liked. She told him she did 
not want to be abducted, and he prom¬ 
ised not to. After several months, he pro¬ 
posed, but she asked for more time. Soon 
after, she fell for the same trick: Some 
men offered to drive her to a restaurant, 
but took her to the house of her suitor’s 
family. The men had to drag her kicking 
and screaming into the house. Her par¬ 
ents, however, told her to marry the man. 
She eventually accepted, and is now hap¬ 
pily married. Her husband says he ab¬ 
ducted her only because he was afraid 
someone else would do it first. [Craig S. 
Smith, Abduction, Often Violent, a 
Kyrgyz Wedding Rite, New York Times, 
April 30, 2005.] 

Welcome Wagon 

When the Border Patrol catches a 
Mexican illegal crossing the border, he 
can be back in Mexico in hours. Things 
are different for non-Mexican border- 



crossers. International law prevents the 
Border Patrol from returning them to 
Mexico; the US has to buy them tickets 
to their home countries. It takes weeks 
or even months to arrange travel. 
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What to do with them in the mean¬ 
time? Sixteen years ago, when a flood 
of Central Americans came across try¬ 
ing to escape civil wars, the Border Pa¬ 
trol set up detention centers where they 
could hold them until they were de¬ 
ported. Today’s Border Patrol lives in 
such fear of immigration activists it will 
not set up detention centers for fear of 
complaints about mistreatment. 

Agents therefore usually give non- 
Mexican border-jumpers notices to ap¬ 
pear in court, and release them. The no¬ 
tices mean safe passage through other 
Border Patrol checkpoints, so illegals 
call them “ permisos ,” or “permission 
slips.” Only two percent then show up 
for court hearings. 

It is to the advantage of a non-Mexi¬ 
can illegal to be caught by the Border 
Patrol. Besides his permiso , he gets free 
food and board for the night, and often 
a ride to the bus station the next morn¬ 
ing. Non-Mexican illegals have figured 
out that the Border Patrol is a welcome 
wagon; it is common to see them flag¬ 
ging down agents. 

Naturally, the number of non-Mexi¬ 
can border-crossers has soared. In 1995, 
the Border Patrol arrested only 15,000 
of them, but in the first eight months of 
the current fiscal year, they have arrested 
85,000 (see chart). [Jerry Kammer, 



Loophole to America, San Diego Union- 
Tribune, June 4, 2005.] 

Judge Felix Recio of Brownsville, 
Texas, has had enough of this. Recently 
he kept a group of Honduran immigrants 
in the local jail until space opened up at 
an immigration facility. “I want you to 
tell all your friends in Honduras,” he told 
them, “that if they come through 


Brownsville, Texas, they will not be pa¬ 
roled into the system, and they will be 
put in jail and deported.” [World 
NetDaily.com, Illegals Shocked as Judge 
Actually Puts Them in Jail, June 6, 
2005.] 

National Security Quotas 

Not even intelligence agencies are 
exempt from affirmative action. Accord¬ 
ing to Body of Secrets , James Bamford’s 
2001 bestseller about the ultra-secret 
National Security Agency (NS A), hiring 
and promoting non-whites and women 
is “among the most sensitive issues fac¬ 
ing NS A in the post-Cold War period.” 



Although women made up 43.4 per¬ 
cent of the federal workforce in 1993, at 
NS A they were only 36 percent. Non¬ 
whites were 27.7 percent of the federal 
workforce, but just 11 percent at NS A. 
In its defense, then-NSA director Adm. 
John M. McConnell pointed out that the 
agency’s work was highly technical, in¬ 
volving mathematics, engineering, com¬ 
puter science and linguistics—“skill ar¬ 
eas ... in which minorities have been 
traditionally underrepresented.” NS A 
also had a policy of hiring only the “best 
and brightest,” which made it hard to 
recruit non-whites. Adm. McConnell 
nevertheless directed that one third of 
new hires be non-white, and the agency 
actually exceeded that quota by several 
percent from 1992 to 1996. 

Once they were hired, non-whites got 
other preferences. Non-white women got 
three chances to advance while white 
men got one. Whites were angry, and 
called the new Office of Discrimination 
Complaints and Counseling “a party or¬ 
ganization for blacks.” Many thought 
promoting inexperienced non-whites to 
important jobs was a threat to national 
security. One white, William J. Sonntag, 
sued the agency, claiming he “was de¬ 


nied consideration for a management 
position on the sole basis that white 
males were not being considered for 
three such jobs in my office.” The gov¬ 
ernment settled with him. Most other 
whites kept their mouths shut, since the 
agency retaliated against anyone who 
complained. It used information gath¬ 
ered in supposedly confidential em¬ 
ployee counseling sessions to revoke 
security clearances—and “losing a se¬ 
curity clearance at NS A means losing a 
job.” [James Bamford, Body of Secrets, 
Anchor Books, 2002.] 

Indian Justice 

In 1993, two Indians, Adrian Rusch- 
Guthrie and Simon Roberts, robbed a 
pizza deliveryman in Everett, Washing¬ 
ton. The 17-year-old cousins beat the 
man with an aluminum baseball bat, 
causing permanent damage to his hear¬ 
ing and vision. Both pleaded guilty to 
first-degree robbery, but instead of go¬ 
ing to jail they were turned over to a 
Tlingit Indian tribal court, which in late 
1994 banished them for two years to 
separate campsites on a remote island 
off the coast of Alaska. The banishment 
was an experiment to see if tribal justice 
was more effective rehabilitation for In¬ 
dians than prison. 

Unfortunately, the experiment did not 
run its course. Mr. Rusch-Guthrie made 
unauthorized sorties to town, and re¬ 
ceived visits from relatives and report¬ 
ers, so a judge sent both men to state 
prison in Washington. Mr. Rusch- 
Guthrie went on to a life of crime but 
Mr. Roberts has since kept his nose 
clean. [Tony Carroll, Banished Man is 
Arrested for Assault, Juneau Empire, 
April 6, 2005. Jim Haley, Banishment 
Experiment Fails, Herald (Everett, 
Wash.), April 7, 2005, p. Bl.] 

Black Bike Weekend 

Each year in late spring, hundreds of 
thousands of motorcycle enthusiasts de¬ 
scend on Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, 
for two separate rallies. The first is a 
Harley-Davidson rally that draws ap¬ 
proximately 300,000 mostly white visi¬ 
tors over nine days. The second is the 
Atlantic Beach Bikefest, known locally 
as black bike weekend, which brings in 
more than 250,000 largely black visitors 
over just three days. 

For years, blacks have complained 
that while the city puts out the red car- 
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pet for white bikers, it rolls it up for them. 
The NAACP has a lawsuit in federal 
court accusing Myrtle Beach and local 
businesses of changing traffic patterns, 
fielding more police, cutting back on 
business hours, and raising prices dur¬ 
ing black bike weekend. This year it will 
set up a hotline so blacks can complain, 
and plans to send monitors. 

The city says the two events are dif¬ 
ferent. The Harley-Davidson rally at¬ 
tracts an older, restrained crowd, and 
plans events as far as 60 miles from 
Myrtle Beach. The blacks are concen¬ 
trated downtown over Memorial Day 
weekend and are a young, rowdy crowd 
that leaves a lot of litter. Mark Kruea, a 
city spokesman, says most of the black 
bikers spend the weekend cruising up 
and down the city’s main street. “If we 
didn’t have a traffic management plan, 
traffic would not move on Ocean Bou¬ 
levard,” he says. Crime levels explain 



the extra police presence. In 2004, po¬ 
lice arrested 317 people during the first 
weekend of the Harley rally, and 673 
during the black weekend. 

Locals treat the two events differently, 
too. Most just stay home during black 
biker weekend. [Heather Vogell, Are 
Separate Rallies for Bikers Unequal?, 
Charlotte Observer, May 26, 2005, p. 
1A.] 

Searching the Woodpile 

In 1810, nearly a third of Buenos 
Aires’s population was black, but by 
1887 the number was just 1.8 percent. 


For years, most Argentines thought the 
blacks had either died in a yellow fever 
epidemic in 1871 or had been killed 
during a war with Paraguay in the 1860s. 
New research suggests many were ab¬ 
sorbed into the white majority. 

“Argentina was interested in present¬ 
ing itself as a white country,” says 
George Reid Andrews, a professor of 
Latin American history at the University 
of Pittsburgh. “Its ideologues and writ¬ 
ers put a great emphasis on the yellow 
fever epidemic and the war, and it was 
feasible to pretend that the black popu¬ 
lation had simply disappeared as immi¬ 
gration exploded.” Early political lead¬ 
ers like Juan Bautista Alberdi strongly 
believed in “the reviving spirit of Euro¬ 
pean civilization” and promoted the im¬ 
age of Argentina as a European country 
transplanted to South America. 

Researchers are using two methods to 
try to find out what happened. One is 
DNA analysis, and the other is to go 
door-to door and ask people if they have 
African ancestors. The DNA study is 
easier and more accurate; according to 
preliminary results, as many as 10 per¬ 
cent of Buenos Aires residents have Af¬ 
rican ancestry. Getting information door- 
to-door is much harder. People who are 
obviously black are the most reluctant 
to talk about their forebears. “Without a 
doubt, racial prejudice is great in this 
society, and people want to believe they 
are white,” says Miriam Gomes, a pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Buenos Aires 
who is part black. “Here, if someone has 
one drop of white blood, they call them¬ 
selves white.” [Monte Reel, Argentinian 
Population’s Genes Hint at Diverse Past, 
Herald (Miami), May 8, 2005, p. 23A.] 

Hispandering in NYC 

New York’s Republican mayor 
Michael Bloomberg is expecting a tough 
race this fall against his likely opponent, 
Democrat Fernando Ferrer. Although he 
got 47 percent of the Spanish-speaking 
vote in 2001, Mr. Bloomberg fears Mexi¬ 
cans and Puerto Ricans will pull the le¬ 
ver for a fellow Hispanic. He has been 
trying to fluff up his image by learning 
Spanish, and works with a tutor almost 
every day. On May 17, he displayed his 
new skill in campaign ads. The 30- and 
60-second spots, entirely in Spanish, tout 
his record on crime, education and the 
economy. The mayor speaks four sen¬ 
tences. These ads came out even before 
the mayor ran spots in English. “We 


don’t believe any city or statewide can¬ 
didate has done Spanish ads first,” boasts 
campaign spokesman Stu Loeser. 

The results remain to be seen. “The 
courageous mayor’s enunciation is so 
poor that at the end of the ad, when he’s 
making his final appeal for voter sup¬ 
port, he sounds like he’s asking for mas 
polio (an extra helping of chicken) in¬ 
stead of su apoyo (your help),” writes a 
Hispanic journalist. Still, she gives the 
“gringo” credit for trying. [David 
Seifman, Bloomberg’s On a Roll en 
Espanol , New York Post, May 18,2005, 
p. 2. Sandra Guzman, Gringo Gets 
Laughs and an 4 A’ for Effort, New York 
Post, May 18, 2005, p. 2.] 

Bad for the Heart 

Heart disease is the leading cause of 
death in the United States, not just for 
men but for women as well, and the fe¬ 
male death rate varies by race. Accord¬ 
ing to the CDC, black women die from 
heart disease at a rate 1.4 times higher 
than white women, 2.1 times higher than 
Hispanics and Indians, and 2.6 times 
higher than Asian women. The CDC says 
that between 1991 and 1995,22 percent 
of black women who died of heart dis¬ 
ease did so “prematurely,” meaning they 
died before age 65. 

A new study blames this on discrimi¬ 
nation. Tene Lewis, a health psycholo¬ 
gist at Rush University Medical Center 
in Chicago, spent four years monitoring 
181 black women in Chicago and Pitts¬ 
burgh. Each year she had them fill out 
questionnaires on whether they thought 
they were being ignored or treated dis¬ 
respectfully. “The women reported dis¬ 
crimination in the form of having poorer 
service in stores or restaurants, being 
treated as if they were less smart, or be¬ 
ing treated as dishonest,” Dr. Lewis says. 

After four years, 60 percent of the 
women had at least some calcification 
in the walls of coronary arteries, an early 
sign of possible heart disease. The re¬ 
searchers then compared the results to 
the questionnaires, and concluded that 
black women who faced constant dis¬ 
crimination were 2.8 times more likely 
to have calcification than women who 
did not. After controlling for weight and 
high blood pressure, the rate was still 2.5 
times higher. “The more discrimination 
African-American women experience, 
the more calcium buildup they have,” 
says Dr. Lewis. She seems to think it is 
hopeless to try to change whites. Instead 
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she says society needs to help black 
women “cope more effectively” with 
discrimination. [Miranda Hitti, Discrimi¬ 
nation May Hurt Heart, FOXNews.com, 
May 3, 2005.] 

PC Brainwashing 

Over the last decade, the percentage 
of whites in the Guilford County, North 
Carolina, schools has dropped from 57 
percent to 45 percent, and Superinten¬ 
dent Terry Grier thinks the district 
needs “a better understanding of that 
diversity.” He spent at least $45,000 
this year on anti-racist “workshops” 
run by something called Crossroads 
Ministry, from Chicago—money 
many parents and teachers think ill- 
spent. At least one parent objected 
when she learned that Crossroads 
was co-founded by Rev. Joe Bamdt, 
who believes whites are inherently 
racist. 

Crossroads says it encourages 
people to look at history from the point 
of view of non-whites in order to uncover 
“institutional racism.” “We explain that 
the history and structure of institutes [sic] 
creates advantages for white society and 
disadvantages for communities of 
color,” explains executive co-director 
Chuck Ruehle, who is white. He says the 
training is not about how individuals act, 
but how society is structured. History 
books written from the white perspec¬ 
tive, for example, talk about Christopher 
Columbus discovering America, where¬ 
as Indians would say he was an invader. 

Vicki Alston, who runs a similar anti¬ 
racism program called Racial Healing, 
Inc., defends the training, which, she 
explains, differs from diversity training. 
Diversity training is about getting along 
with people of different backgrounds. 
Anti-racism training “is the tough part. 
You get in there and you have to get in¬ 
side yourself and do the analysis and start 
dealing with the real issues of our soci¬ 
ety.” 

Three hundred teachers have had to 
take Crossroads training, and many 
whites resent the assumption that they 
needed it. They say it is more opinion 
than fact, a waste of valuable class time, 
and does nothing to make them better 
teachers. University of Alabama history 
professor David Beito was forced to take 
similar training five years ago. “There’s 
a lot of emphasis on guilt,” he says. “This 
is fringe stuff, and they’re trying to force 
it down people’s throats.” 


Superintendent Grier wants to spend 
another $500,000 on anti-racism train¬ 
ing next year. [Jennifer Fernandez, Con¬ 
fronting Racism Through Workshops, 
News & Record (Greensboro, N.C.), 
May 22, 2005.] 

Not Hate, ‘Ethnic Pride’ 

May 18 is Haitian Flag Day, a day of 
protest organized by black college stu¬ 
dents, Haitian lawyers, and “human 


rights activists” to denounce foreign 
(mainly US) involvement in Haiti. Hai¬ 
tians all over the world are supposed to 
show solidarity by flying the flag. 
Irvington, New Jersey, is home to 5,000 
Haitians, and several Haitian students 
took flags to Irvington High School. 
When school let out, American blacks 
reportedly insulted or desecrated a Hai¬ 
tian flag. Shortly afterwards, a gang of 
Haitians shot two black students and 
stabbed two more, in what police are 
calling an “ethnic pride dispute.” 
[Jonathan Casiano, Ethnic Dispute 
Leaves Four Students Injured, Star-Led¬ 
ger (Newark), May 19, 2005, p. 19.] 

No Whites Allowed 

Brian Parnell is a social worker with 
the Kern County Child Protective Ser¬ 
vices unit in Bakersfield, California. He 
wants to know why so many black chil¬ 
dren are in the child welfare system, and 



thought he could find answers at the 
National Association of Black Social 
Workers annual convention, which took 


place in New Orleans in April. Mr. 
Parnell flew to New Orleans, but could 
not attend the convention. “I approached 
the registration table and was greeted by 
a very friendly fellow who looked me in 
the eye and said, 4 Are you black?’ ” says 
Mr. Parnell, who is white. “I told him 
that I’m not and he told me that the con¬ 
ference was only for people who were 
black.” Mr. Parnell then asked to speak 
to a conference organizer, a black 
woman, who told him, “You’re white. 
You can’t attend this conference.” 
Nothing in the association’s material 
said it was open only to blacks. 

Mr. Parnell went home and filed 
a civil rights complaint with the fed¬ 
eral government. He is also think¬ 
ing about suing the association for 
discrimination. His bosses are con¬ 
sidering legal action to recover the 
cost of his airfare and other ex¬ 
penses, and have vowed never to 
send another employee to one of its 
events. (Mr. Parnell went to New Or¬ 
leans with five black colleagues, all of 
whom were admitted.) 

The National Association of Black 
Social Workers is a tax-exempt, non¬ 
profit organization. Restricting member¬ 
ship to blacks is a violation of IRS rules. 
Bakersfield lawyer Richard Papst says 
that if Mr. Parnell or Kern County sue, 
the association could lose its exemption. 
An IRS spokesman says that if it had 
known the association was only for 
blacks, it would never have made it tax 
exempt. [Gretchen Wenner, White 
Worker Barred Over Race, Bakersfield 
Californian, May 24, 2005, p. Bl. Man 
Claims Racism at Conference, 
KGET.com, May 30, 2005.] 

Censorship Watch 

The National Council for Accredita¬ 
tion of Teacher Education, the country’s 
largest accrediting agency for teacher 
training programs, requires schools of 
education to evaluate students on their 
“commitment to social justice” and 
“skills related to diversity.” This means 
education programs sometimes judge 
teaching students on their politics. The 
Brooklyn College School of Education 
is an example. Its mission statement 
says, “We educate teacher candidates 
and other school personnel about issues 
of social injustice such as institutional¬ 
ized racism, sexism, classism, and 
heterosexism.” 

Some students at the school claim this 
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means professors censor students’ views 
and even prevent them from becoming 
teachers. In a class on “language lit¬ 
eracy,” Prof. Priya Parmar reportedly 
taught that English was the language of 
the oppressor, and that teachers should 
therefore let blacks use “Ebonics” in 
their schoolwork. In class discussion, 
Prof. Parmar refused to let students de¬ 
fend standard English. Prof. Parmar also 
showed the left-wing documentary 
Fahrenheit 911 in class before the 2004 
presidential elections because she 



wanted her students to see it before they 
voted. “Basically she’s a socialist, she’s 
racist against white people,” says one 
student. “If you want to pass the class, 
you better keep your mouth shut.” [Jacob 
Gershma, ‘Disposition’ Emerges as Is¬ 
sue at Brooklyn College, New York Sun, 
May 31, 2005.] 

The school newspaper of South Hills 
High School in Fort Worth, Texas, re¬ 
cently published a story on what students 
think about having a Hispanic majority 
at their school. One student’s view was 
that “Hispanics have a high dropout rate 
and it is making the school look bad.” 
Another said, “Too many.” Another just 
answered, “H.T.B. (Head to the bor¬ 
der),” which appears to be a local insult 
to Mexicans. The journalism teacher re¬ 
sponsible for the newspaper, Amy 
Nelson, tried to black out H.T.B., but a 
few uncensored copies got through. Miss 
Nelson put an apology in the next issue, 
but is on administrative leave pending 
an investigation. [Amie Streater, Jour¬ 
nalism Teacher is Put on Leave, Star- 
Telegram (Fort Worth), May 24, 2005.] 


Blacks and AIDS 

According to a recent study by the 
Rand Corporation and Oregon State 
University, nearly half of US blacks be¬ 
lieve the HIV virus is man-made, more 
than a quarter think it was cooked up in 
a government laboratory, and 15 percent 
are convinced it is part of a genocidal 
plot to kill blacks. Forty-four percent be¬ 
lieve anyone taking new anti-AIDS 
medications is a government guinea pig. 
While many whites think the government 
did not do enough at first to fight AIDS, 
almost none believes the government 
deliberately loosed it on the population. 

What accounts for the difference? 
America’s racist past. As the Philadel¬ 
phia Inquirer explains in an editorial, 
“there is ample evidence throughout U.S. 
history for African Americans to be sus¬ 
picious of government-funded medical 
research. The most notorious example 
was the Tuskegee experiment, conducted 
by the federal government from 1932 to 
1972 in Alabama. Scientists told nearly 
400 black men they were being treated 
for syphilis, but secretly withheld the 
treatment so they could study the pro¬ 
gression of the disease. Up to 100 of 
those men died from it.” [Ease Suspi¬ 
cious Minds (editorial), Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Jan. 30, 2005, p. D6.] 

The Inquirer is pushing nonsense. 
According to an investigation published 
by Prof. Richard Shweder of the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago last year (see “The 
Truth About Tuskegee,” AR, March 
2004), virtually every popular assump¬ 
tion about Tuskegee is false. The study 
had the support of black medical authori¬ 
ties to the end, and almost certainly 
caused no harm to the men who partici¬ 
pated in it. The experiment was intended 
to study the effects of latent stage syphi¬ 
lis, when the disease is no longer conta¬ 
gious and shows no symptoms. By the 
time they reach the latent stage, most 
patients will suffer no more effects, even 
if untreated. It is simply untrue to imply 
that a quarter of the participants died 
because they were not treated. Ninety 
men were still part of the program at the 
time of the last examination in 1963, and 
penicillin developed after the experi¬ 
ment began in 1932, would probably 
have done them no good. By the time 
the experiment ended, Prof. Shweder 
suggests the men who were still part of 
it may well have had life expectancies 
as high as other black men of the same 
age who had never had syphilis. 


Although they can’t blame the Tus¬ 
kegee experiment, many South African 
blacks, including President Thabo 
Mbeki, believe AIDS is the fault of the 
white man and not a consequence of 
black behavior. AIDS is taking a severe 
toll on South Africa’s working-age popu¬ 
lation, and many experts believe it threat¬ 
ens the country’s future. One in nine 
South Africans is thought to have AIDS, 
and the death toll went from 318,287 in 
1997 to 499,268 in 2002, an increase of 
57 percent. Among people over age 15, 
the increase was 62 percent. An esti¬ 
mated one fourth of South African sol¬ 
diers are infected, and the disease is par¬ 
ticularly common among miners. [An¬ 
drew Quinn, South Africa’s Death Toll 
Rises 57 Percent in AIDS Crisis, 
Reuters, Feb. 19, 2005.] 


Dodge City, UK 


Almost no one in Britain can own a 
gun legally, but the country is suffering 
record levels of gun violence. There 
were 10,590 firearms offenses in Brit¬ 
ain between June 2004 and May 2005, 
a ten percent increase over the previous 
year. Seventy people were shot to death 
and another 430 seriously wounded. 



More than a third of the gun crimes— 
3,653—were committed in London. 
April 2005 saw a record number of 49 
shootings and 3 killings in London, com¬ 
pared to just 12 in April 2004. Thirty- 
five of the 49 shootings and two of the 
three killings were black-on-black. The 
14 other shootings may have involved 
blacks as perpetrators or victims. Police 
killed one armed black drug dealer. Of¬ 
ficers say the rise in gun violence is due 
to black teenagers shooting each other 
over trivial disputes, and to wars be¬ 
tween rival black drug gangs. [Jason 
Bennetto, Shootings at Record Levels as 
Teenagers Turn to Guns, Independent 
(London), May 11, 2005.] 
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American Babel 

According to a recent poll, nearly 
half of the country’s non-whites and 
immigrants prefer to get news and en¬ 
tertainment from the so-called ethnic 
media. The survey found that more than 
half of Hispanic adults, a quarter of 
Asians and Indians, and 60 percent of 


blacks and Arabs use some form of eth¬ 
nic media, which now reaches one 
quarter of the American adult popula¬ 
tion. Many people like foreign-lan¬ 
guage news because they don’t speak 
English, or they think ethnic media re¬ 
port more news from their homelands 
and cover things they care about. His- 
panics like Mexican soap operas called 
telenovelas , and music videos that are 
not quite like anything on American 
television. 

Felix Gutierrez, a professor of jour¬ 
nalism at USC thinks ethnic media will 
continue to grow at the expense of the 
mainstream. “People pay attention to 
media that pay attention to them,” he 
says. “That’s the bottom line.” [Jere¬ 
miah Marquez, Poll: Minority Groups 
Favor Ethnic Media, AP, June 7,2005.] 

Illegal Targets 

Some of the US military’s most im¬ 
portant training bases are in the desert 
along the Mexican border, which 
means illegal aliens wander onto fir¬ 
ing ranges. Colonel James J. Cooney, 
commanding officer of the Marine 
Corps Air Station in Yuma, Arizona, an 
important combat training center for 
pilots, says he’s had to close the range 
more than 500 times since last July. 
Col. Cooney’s men intercepted 1,500 
illegals last year and 1,100 during the 
first three months of2005. “We’re get¬ 
ting overrun here,” he explains. 

Closing the range to chase illegals 
has meant a loss of 1,100 hours of train¬ 
ing hours. “Any moment we take away 
from a Marine’s experience base could 


cost him his life in combat” fumes Col. 
Cooney. “We just don’t want them here, 
because we’re firing lasers, we’re shoot¬ 
ing machine guns, we’re shooting 20- 
millimeter cannons, and we’re dropping 
practice bombs.” Although no illegals 
have been killed, Col. Cooney fears that 
that a death would bring training to a 
halt. 

The Army and Air Force have the 
same problem. A spokesman for the 
Army’s Yuma Proving Ground—one 
of the largest military bases in the 
world and a major weapons-testing 
base—says smugglers drive illegals 
up the highway and dump them off, 
and then “these illegal immigrants 
stumble right onto our testing range.” 
An Air Force spokesman says it had 
to suspend bomb-drop training on a 
range near Gila Bend 55 times last year 
because of illegals, for a loss of 122 com¬ 
bat training hours. [Illegals Blocking 
Marine Training, NewsMax. com, April 
14, 2005.] 

El Gran Norte Blanco 

Canada’s immigration policy is both 
better and worse than ours. It puts some 
emphasis on attracting people with skills, 
but doesn’t care where they come from. 
On April 19, the government announced 
a $58 million plan to smooth citizenship 
applications from people with skills, but 
also to triple the number of approvals 
for parents and grandparents of immi¬ 
grants already in the country. It would 
also make it easier for foreign college 
students to become citizens. “Our popu¬ 
lation is shrinking and getting older,” 



Which is goofier than the other? 

says David Rosenblatt, a Canadian im¬ 
migration lawyer. “Canada, in order to 
survive and grow, needs to get more 
skilled workers.” 

Canadian recruiters now advertise in 
Mexico, hoping to lure immigrants frus¬ 
trated by US laws. One company re¬ 
cently ran an ad in a Mexico City news¬ 
paper that said “Five in Canada!” and a 
Canadian immigration law firm pro¬ 
moted Canada on television. The Cana¬ 


dian embassy’s switchboard was 
jammed. Canadian companies are even 
wooing illegal Mexicans in the United 
States. One posted a sign near a place 
where illegals look for work in Mesa, 
Arizona, that read, “Come to Canada to 
work—legally!” 

The number of Mexicans legally in 
Canada increased by 68 percent from 
1998 to 2003, from 13,261 to 22,344, 
but the number there illegally could be 
many times higher. Unlike the United 
States, Canada does not require visas— 
Mexicans just show a passport. The 
number of Mexican refugees seeking 
asylum jumped 89 percent between 2000 
and 2003, as the US started tightening 
its rules. Mexico is now the third largest 
source of refugee claimants in Canada, 
behind only Pakistan and Colombia. 

Many Mexicans are eager to come— 
some, like Marcos Ramirez Posadas, be¬ 
cause they don’t like the US or the way 
it treats Mexicans. “Canada has its arms 
open to immigrants, and the United 
States has its arms closed. It’s as simple 
as that,” he says. “There are a lot of his¬ 
torical problems between our countries,” 
he adds. “Canadians are much nicer; they 
appreciate other countries. I find [Ameri¬ 
cans] very egotistical.” [Chris Hawley, 
Canada is Wooing Mexican Immigrants, 
Arizona Republic (Phoenix), May 3, 
2005.] 

Strike Up the Band 

The Marburg virus is a deadly hem¬ 
orrhagic fever that spreads through con¬ 
tact with body fluids. There is no cure. 
The latest outbreak, in northern Angola, 
has killed at least 194 people, and inter¬ 
national medical workers are trying to 
keep it from spreading. The natives don’t 
trust Western medicine, and aren’t co¬ 
operating. The World Health Organiza¬ 
tion (WHO) and Doctors Without Bor¬ 
ders have warned them not to touch the 
bodies of victims, but many natives in¬ 
sist on burial rituals that involve hug¬ 
ging the corpse. When WHO workers 
tried to put a corpse in a body bag for 
immediate burial, natives drove them 
away in a hail of stones. Doctors With¬ 
out Borders has asked a band from Uige, 
a city in the heart of the affected area, to 
write a song about the disease with words 
to explain to locals how to avoid infec¬ 
tion. [Casimore Siona, Angola Recruits 
Musicians to Fight Off Deadly Virus, 
The Independent (Fondon), April 13, 
2005.] El 



You won’t see this on NBC. 
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